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COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE 


Corn Is Below Average, 
Piedmont Suffers Most 
From Drouth Damage 


The com crop in North Carolina 
will be considerably smaller this year 
than in 1951 and smaller than the 10- 
year average for 1941-50. 

Current estimates indicate that the 
State will produce 55,075,000 bushels 
from 2,203,000 indicated acres for 
harvest - compared with the 1951 crop 
of 67,611,000 bushels from 2,181,000 
acres.’ the 10-year average for corn 
is 59,560,000 bushels from 2,253,000 

(Continued on Page 2) 


FLUE-CURED TOBACCO. CORN PRODUCTION 
WILL DROP BELOW LAST YEAR'S RS PRODI 


RALEIGH, 


Leaf Crop Is reesei Wel | 
Above 10-Year Average 


Prospects for flue-cured tobacco 
production in North Carolina are un- 
changed from estimates made as of 
September 1, The flue-cured crop for 
all types is estimated at 922,790,000 
pounds, 

‘A crop of 922,790,000 pounds would 
be 5.6 percent less than the record 
1951 crop of 977,640,000 pounds, but 
200,054,000 pounds or 27.7 percent 
more than the average 1941-50 product- 
ion of 722,736,000 pounds. 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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pi SITUATION 


“September weather was generally . 
favorable for agriculture in North Caro- 
lina, with heavy rains falling over the 
entire State the first week of themonth, 
and over the southeastem ‘sections 
during the last week. 

Pastures and growing hay crops re- 
ceived considerable benefit from rains 
in August and September, and yields 
have been good in most areas. Al- 
though a relatively high percentage of - 
the lespedeza hay crop in some Pied- 
mont counties was lost to rains, hay 
supplies in most counties: seem to be 
reasonably adequate now - - with some 
counties actually reporting a surplus. 
The mountain counties where the 
(Continued on Page 2) 


MECHANICAL COTTON PICKER AT WORK IN NORTH CAROLINA 


COTTON IS DOWN 42,000 BALES UNDER LAST YEAR 


Prospects for the 1952 cotton crop in North Carolina took 
a downward trend, as the October 1] estimate was released, 
indicating a production of 500,000 bales (500 pounds gross 
weight). Estimates of September 1 had called for a total of 
510,000 bales, compared with the 1951 production of 542,000 
and the 10-year average of 523,000. 

The lower production for 1952 is based on an estimated 
693,000 acres for harvest -- 3,000 acres more than last year. 
Lint yield per harvested acre is expected to be 346 pounds, 
compared with 376 pounds in 1951 and 341 pounds on the 10- 
year average. 

September weather favored picking, and by October 1 more 
than one third of the current crop had been harvested. 

One reason given for the lower October estimate is a high- 
er percentage than usual of small and knotty bolls. According 
to present indications, the northern Coastal Plains counties 
will produce higher yields per acre than the other cotton- 
erowing counties of the State, 

The estimated production for the Nation as a whole is 
higher by about half a million bales than it was on September 
1, although lower than the 1951 crop. Present indications 
call for a national crop of 14,413,000 bales, compared with 
1951 production of 15,144,000 and the 10-year average of 
11,775,000. : 

The lint yield per harvested acre for the Nation is esti- 
mated at 280.2 compared with 271.9 for 1951 and 267.6 for 
the 10-year average. 

(See table on Page 2) 
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FLUE-CURED TOBACCO(Continued) 


If a flue-cured crop of 922,790,000 
pounds is realized, a yield of 1,237 
pounds per acre would result. This 
compares with the record 1951 yield of 
1,325 pounds and the 1941-50 average 
yield of 1,120 pounds. 

Estimated production by types is 
as follows: Type 11: Production in 
Type 11 (Old and Middle Belt) is 
estimated at 345,740,000 pounds. This 
compares with production of 339,300,- 
000 pounds last year and the 1941-50 
average production of 267,016,000. 
Type 11 yield per acre is estimated at 
1,180 pounds. This is 10 pounds more 
than the 1951 yield and compares with 
the 10-year average yield of 1,049. 

Type 12 (Eastern Belt) production 
is estimated at 460,800,000 pounds as 
compared with 510,860,000 pounds 
last year and the 1941-50 average pro- 
duction of 368,522,000 pounds. Type 
12 yield per acre is estimated at 1,280 
pounds which compares with 1,435 
pounds last year and the 1941-50 aver- 
age yield of 1,159 pounds. 

Type 13 production is estimated at 
116,250,000 pounds. This compares 
with 1951 production of 127,480,000 
pounds and the 1941-50 average pro- 
duction of 87,198,000 pounds. Aver- 
age yield per acre is estimated at 1,250 
pounds compared with 1,385 pounds 
last year andthe 10-year average yield 
of 1,137 pounds. 

Burley production in 1952 is esti- 
mated at 20,160,000 pounds, compared 
with 1951 production of 21,350,000 


pounds. Yield is estimated at 1,600 


pounds compared with 1,750 pounds in 195). 
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GRAIN STOCKS ON FARMS OCTOBER 1 


1951 
STOCKS 


Corn, BU. Woee 
WHEAT, ew i 
OATS, BUsccooce 
RYEQe Btls ole wieieie 
BARLEY«. Biss cee 
SOYBEANS, Bu. L/. 


1l/ Old crop 


FARM STOCKS OF GRAIN LOWER 


‘As of October 1, farm stocks of all 
erains in North Carolina and the United 
States were below those of the previous 
year. However, with the exception of 
rye and soybeans, farm stocks of grains 
in North Carolina were above the 1941- 
50 average for October 1. For the 
Nation, farm stocks of all grains, 
except oats, were below the 1941-50 
average, 


CORN PROSPECTS (Continued) 


acres, 

The per-acre yield for 1952 is 
estimated at 25 bushels, compared 
with 31 bushels last year and the 
10-year average of 26.5 bushels. 

Harvesting began the latter part 
of August in the commercial com 
section around Elizabeth City and 
about 50 percent of the crop in this 
area had been gathered by October 1. 
Corn harvesting is getting well along 
in other eastern areas, but in the 
Piedmont counties com picking is a 


1951 1952 
STOCKS STOCKS 
000 000 


UNITED STATES 


312,867 
480 ,847 
1,103,455 
10,394 
171,419 
2,675 


173,566 
507,015 
1,002, 436 


126/049 
1,947 


little late in getting started because 
of the late tobacco crop and the 
urgency of picking cotton. 

The summer drouth cut com yields 
sharply throughout the Piedmont 
region and to a lesser extent in 
Coastal and Mountain sections. 


GENERAL SITUATION (Continued) 


rains were much later in coming is an 
exception, however and a fairly critical 
situation exists. 

Com did not receive any material 
benefit from the rains, except for late 
plantings, and the yield picture remains 
fairly constant in most counties. Milo 
production in Piedmont sections'is do- 
ing better than expected, with normal 
or better-than-normal yields among the 
late acreage. Dry weather adversely 
affected the earlier plantings, and ‘heads 
are much smaller than normal. 

Except for a few scattered western 
areas, the soybean outlook is about 
as good as in recent years. Yields 
on peanuts will be below the bumper 

(Continued on Page 3) 


COTTON: 


CONDITION, ESTIMATED ACREAGE FOR HARVEST AND 


PRODUCTION, OCTOBER 1, 1952, ALL STATES 


AVERAGE AVERAGE INDICATED] AVERAGE 1952 
1941- 1941- 1952 1941- Crop 


1950 Crop Crop 1950 


INDICATED 
1952 


INDICATED 


N. CAROLINA 
MIssouR! 
VIRGINIA 

S. CAROLINA 
GEORGIA 
FLORIDA 
TENNESSEE 
ALABAMA 
MISSISSIPPI 
ARKANSAS 
LOUISIANA 
OKLAHOMA 
TEXAS 

N. MEXxICco 
ARIZONA 
CALIFORNIA 
OTHER STATES 
UNITED STATES 


15,144 14,413 


OcToBER 15, 1952 


crop of 1951, but prospects continue 
relatively good, and digging is progres- 
sing nicely. 

In this, the latest tobacco season 
of record, there is some fear that small 
amounts of the weed in the Northern 
Piedmont section may be caught by 
early frost. The crop has all been 
gathered except for a small acreage 
in the upper part of the Type 11 Belt. 

Reasonably good weather has aid- 
ed cotton harvesting, and most grow- 
ers are expected to produce a reason- 
ably good crop except for a few local 
areas in the southem Piedmont section. 

The livestock situation looks much 
brighter than it did earlier, with very 
few forced sales necessary. In fact, 
it now looks like the breeding stock 
in the State will even be increased 
rather sharply this fall and next spring. 


FARM REPORT 


SOYBEAN PROSPECTS 


Soybean growers in North Carolina 
will harvest about 100,000 fewer bush- 
els in 1952 than they did in 1951, 
based on crop reports as of October 1. 

The estimated prmduction for this 
year was set at 4,848,000, as com- 
pared with a total crop for 1951 of 
4,950,000. The 10-year average (1941- 
50) for the State is 3,142,000 bushels. 

The yield-peracre average will 
run about 16 bushels from 303,000 har- 
vested acres. ‘The 1951 crop came 
from 300,000 harvested acres 

Some damage has been done to the 
soybean crop in the State by amy 
worms and beetles, but it is too early 
to appraise extent of the damage, 
Extended hot and dry weather was 
another factor that caused some damage. 
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PEANUT REPORT 


Peanut growers will harvest an 
estimated 248,750,000 pounds this 
year from 199,000 acres. This is 
considerably less than the 315,210,000 
pounds produced last year on an es- 
timated 237,000 harvested acres. 
The 10-year average (1941-50) was 
299,494,000 pounds harvested from 
276,000 acres. 

The figures for this year’s crop 
were based on an estimated yield 
per acre of 1,250 pounds. The 1951 
yield was 1,330 pounds, second only 
to the record 1940 yield of 1,430. The 
10-year average yield is 1,090. 

Digging of the crop is well under- 
way and, with favorable weather, 
observers expect harvesting to be com- 
pleted by the last week in October. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES, ACREAGE, YIELD & PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1951 AND INDICATED OCTOBER 1, 


CROPS AVERAGE eacere INDICATED | AVERAGE INDICATED 
1941-50* 1952 1941-50 1952 
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1952 


INDICATED 
1952 


PRODUCTION 


AVERAGE REVISED 
1941-50 1951 


THOUSAND 


NORTH CAROLINA 


25.0 67,611 
8,763 
14,271 
1,260 

210 
990 

977,640 

339,300 

510,860 

127,480 
21,350 
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»909 
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RECORD: APPLE CRGP 


North Carlina will produce a com- 
mercial apple crop of 2,053,000 bush- 
els this year. Such a crop will be the 
largest commercial apple crop recorded 
since seperate estimates of the com- 
mercial crop were begun in 1934, Fro- 
duction in 1951 was 1,269,000 bushels 
and the 10-year average is 1,090,000 
bushels. 


PECAN ESTIMATE UNCHANGED 


Reports from Tar Heel pecan grow- 
ers, as of: October l, indicate a crop 
of 2,470,000 pounds, the same as the 
September 1 forecast. Such a crop 
will be 35,000 pounds above last 
year’s crop of 2,435,000 pounds and 
56,000 pounds above the 10-year aver- 
age crop of 2,414,000 pounds. 


SWEETPOTATO PROSPECTS 
IMPROVE 


Prospects for the Tar Heel sweet- 
potato crop improved considerably 
during September. Reports from grow- 
ers as of October 1 indicate a total 
production of 4,410,000 bushels. This 
is almost 17 percent above the Sep- 
tember 1 estimate and last year’s 
total production but 36 percent below 
the preceding 10-year average. 

Average yield per acre is now 
placed at 105 bushels from an estimat- 
ed 42,000 acres, Last year growers 
realized 94 bushels per acre and the 


1941-50 average yield was 106 bushels. 


SEPTEMBER WEATHER SUMMARY 


Coming at the end of a summer dur- 
ing which many weather records were 
broken, September was noted rather for 
its normalcy than for anything unusual 
that happened. Three tropical hurri- 
canes affected the month’s weather. 
The first was just leaving North Caro- 
lina as September arrived, with most of 
the State very wet and some rain still 
falling. The second passed slowly 
northeastward on the 5th and 6th, at 
such a distance offshore that no rain 
from it fell, even on the coast; but it 
did influence the weather of the next 
several days by inducing a steady flow 
of northerly winds over the State. The 
third passed by on the 27th, following 
a similar course to that of the second, 
but at a more rapid pace. Two lesser 
offshore storms passed within range: 
one entered the Georgia coastline mov- 
ing westward on the llth causing 
heavy rains on extreme southern North 


Carolina and smaller amounts else- 
where in the State; the other grazed 
the coast on the 22nd and 23rd, caus- 
ing the heaviest rains of the month on 
the coast, and moderate rains over the 
eastern half of the State. 

There was no measurable rain for a 
week following the departure of the 
hurricane at the first of September. 
Nearly all of the month’s rain fell 
either with or between the storms of 
the 11th and the 23rd. The month ended with 
another week that was almost without rain. 

Temperatures were moaderate 
throughout the month, with no unusual 
extremes of heat or cold. Most places 
either failed to reach or barely reached 
90 degrees during the month, while on 
the coolest days aftemoon tempera- 
tures well up in the 70’s were reported. 
On the coolest momings the mercury 
dropped to near 50, with some readings 
in the forties in the mountains. 
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Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


Charlés B. Carney 
Meteorologist 


